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They're gorgeous, they're smart, they're wildly successful and, as of this fall, they're also the toast of the town.

Meet Richard and Rana Florida - he, the head of the new Martin Prosperity Institute at the Rotman School of Management, she, the chief executive officer of Creative Class Group, and, together, the most socially sought-after duo in Toronto.

"We arrived on Aug. 22, the night of the big Rotman welcome dinner and for the first week or two we didn't sleep," says Richard, 49. We are sitting in the couple's newly renovated Rosedale house, paying a quick visit before they jet off to D.C. for an overnight speaking engagement. Both husband and wife are tall, slim and dressed to minimalist perfection - the ideal complement to an airy house furnished in contemporary classics by Corbusier and Starck.

With a schedule that includes upcoming appearances in California, Australia, Atlanta, Tokyo and Memphis, it's amazing that the Floridas manage to get out at all - but they do.
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While Mayor David Miller may still be planning the official public welcome next week, that hasn't stopped the Floridas from creating society buzz. Since moving north from D.C., they have partied with Ben Affleck at the OneXOne event, attended a CITY-TV party with Walrus publisher Shelley Ambrose and Mary Powers, the senior vice-president of corporate communications for Bell Globemedia, and taken a tour of the Art Gallery of Ontario's new Frank Gehry wing.

Since then, the mucky-mucks at RBC have hosted them at a Maple Leafs game, writer Linda Frum has invited them to an intimate gathering at her house and they recently got chummy with Sandra Pupatello, the Minister of Economic Development and Trade, at a speaking event in Windsor.

"I'm from Michigan," Rana says, "so we really hit it off."

The Floridas are gregarious, stylish and fashionably controversial. Richard's bestselling book, The Rise of the Creative Class, posits that a city's prosperity has a direct correlation to the number of "high bohemians" it is home to.Rana, who runs the business side of their intellectual cottage industry, is also the social convener. She enthuses about the warmth Torontonians have shown them. "They say D.C. is characterized by a combination of northern hospitality and southern efficiency," she laughs. 

"Toronto is the opposite."

